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By  the  order  of  the  Local  Government  Board,  dated  March  23,  1891, 
Article  18,  Section  14,  it  is  prescribed  that  the  Medical  Officer 
of  Health  shall  “ prepare  an  Annual  Report,  to  be  made  to  the 
“ end  of  December  in  each  year,  comprising  a summary  of  the 
‘‘action  taken  during  the  year  for  preventing  the  spread  of 
“disease,  and  an  account  of  the  sanitary  state  of  his  district 
“generally  at  the  end  of  the  year.  The  report  shall  also 
“contain  an  account  of  the  enquiries  which  he  has  made  as  to 
“conditions  injurious  to  health  existing  in  his  district,  and  of 
“ the  proceedings  in  which  he  has  taken  part  or  advised  under 
“the  Public  Health  Act,  1875,  so  far  as  such  proceedings 
‘‘  relate  to  those  conditions  ; and  also  an  account  of  the 
“supervision  exercised  by  him,  or  on  his  advice,  for  sanitary 
“purposes  over  places  and  houses  that  the  Sanitary  Authori- 
“ ties  have  power  to  regulate,  with  the  nature  and  results  of 
“ any  proceedings  which  may  have  been  so  required  and  taken 
“ in  respect  of  the  same  during  the  year.  It  shall  also  record 
“ the  action  taken  by  him  or  on  his  advice,  during  the  year,  in 
“regard  to  offensive  trades,  and  to  factories  and  workshops. 
“ The  report  shall  also  contain  tabular  statements  (on  forms 
“ to  be  supplied  by  the  Local  Government  Board,  or  to  the 
“like  effect)  of  the  sickness  and  mortality  within  the  district, 
“ classified  according  to  diseases,  ages,  and  localities.” 
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SANITARY  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — Councillor  Morton. 

Vice-Chairman  — Councillor  Calcott. 

The  Mayor. 

Alderman  Banks,  Loudon,  Marriott,  Singer. 
Cooncillors  Corbett,  Webb  Fowler,  Horton,  Lee,  Phillips, 

Webb,  West. 

TUBS  DA  Y— FIXED  MEETINGS. 


January 

1 2 

April  6 

June 

1 

September 

■ > > 

26 

>>  - 20 

\) 

J5 

) } 

February 

9 

M ay  4 

5 * 

29 

October 

23 

,,  18 

July 

13 

^ 1 

March 

9 

> > 

2 7 

23 

August 

10 

> > 

31 

24 

AT  12  1 

O’CLOCK  NOON. 

CITY  HOSPITAL  COMMITTEE. 


Chairman — Councillor  Morton. 

Councillors  Calcott,  Horton,  Lee,  Phillips,  Webb-Fowler. 

FIXED  MEETINGS— EVERY  ALTERNATE  NON  DA  Y, 

Being  the  day  preceding  the  fortnightly  meeting  of  the  Sanitary 

Committee 


AT  2-30  p.m.,  AT  THE  CITY  HOSPITAL. 
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COVENTRY  URBAN  SANITARY  DISTRICT. 


OF  THE 


MEDICAL  OFFICER  OF  HEALTH. 

To  the  T/tayor,  .^Idermen,  aad  (Councillors  of  the 

vLity  of  (Coventry. 

Mr.  Mayor  and  Gentlemen, 

In  accordance  with  your  requirements  and  the  instructions 
of  the  Local  Government  Board,  I beg  to  submit  my  Annual 
Report  of  the  vital  statistics  of  your  District  for  the  year  1896,  and  of 
the  conditions  and  events  affecting  the  health  of  the  inhabitants 
thereof,  together  with  an  account  of  the  administration  of  the  Sanitary 
Acts  and  the  steps  and  precautions  adopted  by  your  Authority  to 
improve  and  maintain  the  sanitary  welfare  of  the  people. 

The  chief  characteristics  of  the  year  were  briefly  as  follows  : — 

Birth  rate,  28 *3. 

Marriage  rate,  io’6. 

General  Death  rate,  16 '3. 

Infantile  Death  rate,  149*  per  1000  infants  born. 

Zymotic  Death  rate,  i*8. 

Nearly  ^ths  of  the  zymotic  deaths  were  due  to  infantile 
diarrhoea  or  measles.  The  latter  disease  became  epidemic  in  the 
second  half  of  the  year,  and  caused  36  deaths.  Compulsory 
notification  of  measles  was  abandoned  by  your  order. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  prevalent ; 313  cases  were  notified. 

An  outbreak  consisting  of  three  cases  of  small  pox  occurred, 
but  did  not  extend  further. 

The  year  was  one  of  unexampled  prosperity  to  all  engaged  in 
the  cycle  and  allied  industries  ; the  artizan  class  found  employment 
abundant  and  wages  good.  Great  numbers  of  mechanics  were 
attracted  to  Coventry  from  other  districts,  and  much  overcrowding 
arose  owing  to  the  limited  house  accommodation  that  exists.  Of 
the  residents,  nearly  all  artizans  who  were  capable  of  turning  their 
hands  to  the  newer  industry  have  gone  over  from  the  watch  and 
ribbon  trades  ; this,  together  with  the  influx  of  new-comers,  has 
entirely  changed  the  character  of  the  working  population. 
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Pauperism. — The  above-mentioned  prosperous  conditions  are 
reflected  in  a diminution  in  the  number  of  inmates  in  the  workhouse, 
the  number  of  persons  relieved  outdoors  and  the  expenditure  in 
this  direction  generally.  The  following  figures  have  been  kindly 
supplied  by  Mr.  Arch  : — 

Daily  inmates  of  the  workhouse,  366.  Average  for  5 years,  383. 

Persons  receiving  outdoor  relief  weekly  - 391. 

j ) » >>  5 years  average  531. 

Diminution  in  expenditure  in  outdoor  relief,  ^71. 

This  reduction  must  be  considered  satisfactory  in  view  of  the 
largely  increased  population. 

Building  operations  were  extremely  active,  especially  in  the 
erection  and  extension  of  factories  and  mills. 

To  provide  for  the  increased  population,  plans  for  the  con- 
struction of  21  new  streets  and  for  548  dwelling  houses  have  been 
passed. 

The  year  was  not  characterised  by  the  completion  of  any  new 
undertakings  by  your  Authority,  but  several  schemes  under  your 
consideration  were  advanced  a stage.  Plans  were  approved  of, 
and  a loan  sanctioned  for  the  extension  of  the  City  Hospital,  so  as 
to  afford  accommodation  for  62  adult  patients,  and  for  the  erection 
of  a smallpox  hospital  at  Pinley  for  16  patients;  also  for  the 
erection  of  a portion  of  the  new  Municipal  Buildings.  A compre- 
hensive scheme  for  dealing  with  the  sewage  of  the  city  by  broad 
irrigation  has  been  perfected,  and  the  preliminary  difficulties 
overcome  with  regard  to  it,  so  that  a solution  of  this  troublesome 
subject  may  be  looked  for  in  the  near  future. 

Wards . 


Wards. 

Occupied 
Houses,  1891 

Vacant 
Houses,  1891 

Built  since 
1891. 

Vacant 
Houses,  1896 

Demolished 
since  1891. 

Estimated 

Population 

1896. 

Death  Rate, 
1896. 

Av’r’ge  Death 
Rate  for  past 
5 years 

Gosford-street  . . . . 

2,876 

32 

377 

6 

57 

15,143 

15 

14-6 

Bishop-street  . . . . 

2,742 

24 

303 

8 

14 

14,320 

157 

15-3 

Earl-street  . . . . 

2,182" 

67 

245 

11 

8 

11,632 

13-3 

13  6 

White  Friars’  . . . . 

1,935 

117 

22 

8 

25 

9,592 

14-4 

15-7 

Spon-street 

1,735 

44 

85 

15 

48 

8,464 

12  7 

13-3 

11,470 

284 

1,032 

48 

152 

59,151 
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The  following  Table  records  the  vital  statistics  and  general  growth 
of  the  City , as  far  as  information  can  be  acquired. 

Coventry  was  constituted  a separate  County  by  Charter  of 
Henry  VI.,  1 4 5 1 • 

Incorporated  with  the  County  of  Warwick,  1842. 

Constituted  a separate  County  again,  1888. 

Area  = 3, 126  acres. 

Density  of  population  = 18  55  per  acre. 

Rateable  value,  1895=^187,116. 

,,  i885  = p£-i25)592- 

,,  ,,  1875  = ^103,920. 


Year. 

Houses 

Inhabited. 

Vacant 

Building. 

Popula- 

tion. 

Mortality. 

Zymotic 

Mortality 

Deaths 

under  one 
year  per 
10C0  born. 

Birth 

Rate. 

1586 

• • • • 

6,502 

....  j 

• • . . 

• • • • 

a a a a 

1648 

• • • • 

.... 

9,500 

.... 

* * . • 

a • • • 

a a • • 

1723 

1,934 

.... 

.... 

.... 

• • a a 

® • ♦ * 

• a a a 

1748 

2,066 

• • • • 

12,817 

32  ? 

• • • • 

• • a • 

35? 

1801 

2,930 

• • • • 

.... 

16,034 

• • . • 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• « a a 

1811 

3,448 

*60 

12 

17,923 

• • • • 

• • • • 

• a « a 

. a • • 

1821 

3,729 

*114 

38 

21,448 

.... 

• * • . 

• • • a 

a a a a 

1131 

5,444 

*421 

22 

27,298 

« . » • 

• . • • 

a a • a 

a a a a 

1841 

6,531 

*590 

43 

31,032 

.... 

• . • • 

a • a a 

a a a a 

Ten  Years’  Average. 

1851 

7,783 

*151 

111 

36,812 

27 

• •• 

• • • • 

• a a • 

1861 

8,991 

*1,026 

24 

40,936 

25 

• a • • 

a • a a 

a a a a 

1871 

8,535 

*816 

4 

37,670 

22 

.... 

a « a a 

a a a a 

1881 

9,223 

*643 

43 

42,111 

20 

3*3 

150 

35-4 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

117 

52,720 

18-5 

17 

142 

32 

1887 

10,470 

349 

199 

46,500 

17’1 

1-4 

| 

131 

30-8 

1888 

10,602 

370 

166 

47,500 

17-3 

1-2 

151 

26-8 

1889 

10,988 

215 

93 

48,500 

18-8 

2-3 

148 

30-9 

1890 

11,277 

112 

201 

49,500 

20-4 

1-9 

150 

31-3 

1891 

11,496 

*284 

117 

52,720 

19-6 

1*6 

157 

32-1 

1892 

11,789 

114 

92 

54,000 

15-4 

•85 

117 

31*7 

1893 

11,989 

165 

79 

54,700 

17-1 

11 

160 

29'9 

1894 

12,134 

213 

56 

55,300 

16-1 

21 

157 

28  9 

1895 

12,223 

261 

56,000 

17’ 

2* 

152 

28  1 

1896 

12,606 

48 

• a • • 

59,151 

16-3 

1-8 

149 

28.3 

* This  number  incudes  all  business  offices,  whether  in  dwelling  houses  or 
factories,  if  not  occupied  on  the  night  the  Census  was  taken. 
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Mam'a^es, 

As  is  usual  in  times  of  prosperity,  the  marriage  rate  has  been 
increasing  in  Coventry  for  the  past  three  years,  although  it  is  still 
much  lower  than  that  for  the  kingdom  generally. 


Year. 

Number  of  Marriages. 

Rate. 

Rate  for  England. 

1892 

416 

7-7 

15-4 

1893 

403 

7-3 

14-7 

1894 

451 

8-1 

15* 

1895 

471 

8 6 

1896 

620 

10-6 

Births . 

Males.  Females.  Total. 
Holy  Trinity  Parish  . . 510  + 499  = 1009 

St.  John’s  Parish  . . 389  + 331  = 070 


849  -r  830  - 1679 

The  birth  rate  was  *2  higher  than  in  1895,  but  was  2 below 
the  average  for  ten  years. 


There  were  35  illigitimate  births  registered,  or  2 per  cent,  of 
the  total,  against  2*2  and  2*5  in  the  two  previous  years. 


Deaths, 


Holy  Trinity  Parish 
St.  John’s  Parish 


Males. 

Females. 

Total 

272  + 

278  = 

550 

217  + 

198  = 

415 

489  + 

476  = 

965 

Town. 

Population 

1896. 

Birth 

Rate. 

Death 

Rate 

1896 

Zymotic 

Death 

Rate. 

Deaths 
under  one 
year  per 
l'OOObirths. 

Death  Rate 
Average  for 
past  5 yrs. 

Birmingham 

501,211 

325 

20T 

3-5 

197 

,20- 

Nottingham.. 

229,775 

28-84 

17-41 

2-8 

171 

17*7 

Leicester 

198,659 

30-9 

16-75 

2-99 

188 

17-  i 

Derby 

101,770 

27-8 

15-9 

1-8 

150 

16-8 

Wolverhampton  .. 

86,530 

34-3 

19-7 

3-5 

185 

21-3 

Northampton 

65,586 

27-4 

14-9 

2-5 

150 

15-14 

West  Bromwich  . . 

63,000 

32-5 

19-2 

2-6 

189 

18-8  i 

COVENTRY  .. 

59  15.1 

28  3 

10-3 

18 

14  9 

16  4 

Worcester 

44,250 

29-6 

18-6 

2-6 

163 

19-5 

Urban  Population, 
100  large  towns . . 

20,840,269 

18- 

2-68 

164 

18-8 

1 England 

30,717,000 

29-7 

171 

2-18 

148 

18-1 

TABLE  (A.) 

Table  of  Deaths  during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Coventry  Urban  Sanitary  District,  Classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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Zymotic  Disease. 

The  diseases  of  this  class  prevalent  were  Measles,  Scarlet 
Fever  and  Enteric  Fever.  Out  of  a total  of  1689  cases  notified, 
nearly  three-fourths  were  Measles,  and  about  one-fifth  Scarlet  Fever. 

The  Zymotic  death  rate  of  i*8  was  the  same  as  the  average  for 
ten  years.  It  was  lower  than  in  any  of  the  Midland  towns  with 
which  comparison  is  made,  except  Derby,  which  it  equals,  and  was 
nearly  one  lower  than  the  average  for  100  large  Urban  Districts, 
and  only  slightly  in  excess  of  that  for  the  Rural  population  generally. 

Of  the  Zymotic  deaths,  more  than  70  per  cent,  were  due  to 
Infantile  Diarrhoea  and  Measles. 

Infantile  Diarrhoea., 

The  mortality  from  this  cause  wras  considerably  less  than 
in  the  previous  year,  and  was  found  to  be  associated  with  the 
conditions  which  I have  frequently  reported,  viz.,  high  temperature, 
absence  of  rain,  artificial  feeding,  insanitary  surroundings.  A 
reference  to  the  accompanying  chart  illustrates  this  in  a remarkable 
manner.  The  high  mean  temperature  and  low  degree  of  atmospheric 
moisture  in  June  and  July  were  followed  by  an  elevation  in  the 
Diarrhoea  death  rate,  while  under  the  influence  of  rain  and  cooler 
a:r  in  the  end  of  August  and  September,  the  disease  disappeared 
It  is  satisfactory  to  note  a considerable  diminution  in  the  mortality 
from  this  cause  if  a review  is  taken  over  the  26  years  of  which  I have 
record,  For  the  past  ten  years  it  was  one-third  less  than  during  the 
previous  16  years. 


Measles, 

Since  the  extensive  epidemic  of  1894,  in  which  2,353  cases  were 
notified,  the  disease  has  never  quite  disappeared  ; towards  the  end 
of  1895  it  became  more  prevalent  again  and  continued  so  through- 
out 1896,  to  a moderate  extent  in  the  first  half,  but  upon  the 
re-assembling  of  the  Schools  after  the  summer  holidays  it  spread 
rapidly  over  the  whole  of  the  district.  The  most  concentrated 
outbreak  occured  in  the  Chauntry  Place  district,  amongst  the  pupils  ot 
the  Holy  Trinity  Schools,  thence  it  extended  to  the  St.  Mark’s,  Red 
Lane,  St.  Osburg’s,  St.  Michael’s,  and  All  Saints’  Schools  and 
districts,  and  subsequently  became  general.  In  consequence  of 


infection  Schools  were  closed  as  follows  : — 

From.  To. 

Holy  Trinity  Schools,  Oct.  25  — Nov.  30. 
Red  Lane,  ,,  — » 

St.  Mark’s,  Oct.  30  — ,, 

St.  Osburg’s,  ,,  — >, 

St.  Michael’s  Nov.  4 — ,, 


All  Schools  and  Sunday  Schools  from  Nov.  6 io  Nov.  jg.  I he 
effect  of  school  closure  upon  the  epidemic  could  not  well  be  judged, 
as  your  resolution  to  discontinue  the  notification  of  measles  came  into 
operation  on  the  17th  of  November.  Deaths  continued  to  occur 
until  the  end  of  the  year.  There  were  notified  1,205  cases  and  36 
deaths. 


CITY  or  COVENTRY,  1896. 


Typhoad  Fe\ 
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The  Abolition  of  the  Compulsory 
Notification  of  Measles. 

As  this  may  appear  a retrograde  step,  it  is  right  that  1 should 
set  forth  fully  the  experience  acquired  in  Coventry  in  respect  to  the 
notification  of  the  disease.  A voluntary  system  of  notification 
existed,  whereby  medical  men  were  paid  3/6  per  case  from  the  year 
1877  to  1891,  when  notification  became  compulsory.  In  April  last 
year  you  petitioned  the  Local  Govenment  Board  to  be  allowed  to 
abandon  notification  on  the  grounds  that  the  benefits  derived  there- 
from were  not  commensurate  with  the  expense  incurred. 
Permission  was  granted  and  notification  ceased  on  the  17th  of 
November. 


The  following  is  an  account  of  the  prevalence  of  the  disease 
during  the  period  alluded  to  : — 

Cases 

notified.  Deaths.  Death  Rate. 

Five  years  ending  1881 — 774.  43.  i*  per  1,000  of  pop. 

,,  ,,  1886—2872.  87  2* 

,,  ,,  1891 — 2556.  82.  i*6 

Period  of  Compulsory  Notification. 

Five  years  ending  1896 —4020.  95.  1 *7  per  1 ,000  of  pop. 


3 3 
3 3 


3 3 
3 3 


Epidemics  occured  in  the  years  1882,  1884,  1886,  1889,  1891, 
1894,  1896. 

The  figures  during  the  period  when  notification  was  compulsory 
show  no  improvement  over  those  when  it  was  voluntary.  The 
precautions  adopted  in  each  period  were  the  same.  While  the  number 
of  cases  was  moderate,  and  admitted  of  it,  every  house  was  visited. 
Children  from  infected  families  were  always  prohibited  from 
attending  school,  verbal  and  printed  precautionary  instructions 
and  disinfectants  were  distributed  gratis,  and  isolation  advised  ; 
but  isolation  in  the  home  of  the  average  Artizan  is  impossible,  and 
removal  to  Hospital  has  not  been  tried.  During*  the  progress  of  an 
epidemic  it  would,  of  course,  be  impracticable;  but  the  removal  ot 
the  early  cases  when  the  disease  is  not  prevalent,  is  possible,  and 
would  probably  keep  in  check  this  the  most  prevalent  and  fatal  of 
the  infectious  diseases. 


The  obvious  conclusions  to  be  drawn  are  that  notification 
without  isolation  is  not  of  much  practical  value.  In  an  artizan 
population  the  only  remedy  appears  to  be  the  provision  of  hospital 
accommodation  for  a moderate  number  of  cases,  so  as  to  isolate 
the  earlier  centres  of  infection.  When  the  disease  becomes  wide- 
spread, it  is  hopeless  to  deal  with. 

Scarlet  Fei>er. 

Scarlet  Fever  was  again  prevalent  throughout  the  whole  year, 
and  followed  the  course  frequently  observed,  the  number  of  cases 
becoming  less  in  the  earlier  months,  and  subsequently  extending  in 
the  summer  and  autumn,  again  diminishing  towards  the  close  of 
the  year.  313  cases  and  9 deaths  were  notified,  against  436  and 
19  deaths  in  the  previous  year.  During  the  6 years  that  have 


io 


elapsed  since  the  adoption  of  compulsory  notification,  noo  cases, 
or  about  15  per  cent,  of  the  children  under  6 have  suffered  from 
Scarlet  Fever,  85  per  cent.,  therefore,  are  still  susceptible  to  attack. 
Isolation  of  the  infected  consequently  becomes  more  important  in 
proportion  as  the  number  of  susceptible  persons  increases.  In  this 
connection  it  is  satisfactory  to  observe  that  the  prejudice  against 
removal  of  the  infected  to  Hospital  is  disappearing,  and  that  the 
proportion  so  removed  increases  annually.  Last  year  no  less  than 
94  2 per  cent,  of  all  cases  notified  were  removed. 

Besides  this  precaution  every  house  where  Scarlet  Fever 
existed  was  visited,  children  were  prevented  from  attending  School, 
or  adults  from  going  to  work,  or  taking  work  into  infected  houses, 
disinfection  of  the  house  and  contents  was  done,  and  the  various 
precautions  that  appeared  necessary  were  taken  in  each  case. 

Small  Fox. 

In  the  month  of  July,  a man  who  had  recently  arrived  home 
from  Lisbon,  and  who  had  visited  a friend  suffering  from  Small  Pox, 
immediately  before  leaving  for  England,  developed  the  disease  after 
his  arrival  here  ; his  wife  and  a neighbour  who  nursed  her  subse- 
quently contracted  it.  All  were  promptly  removed  to  Hospital. 
The  man  kept  a provision  shop,  the  contents  of  which  were  burnt, 
disinfection  wTas  done,  and  20  persons  who  had  been  in  contact  with 
the  infected  were  vaccinated  or  re-vaccinated.  No  extension  of  the 
malady  took  place. 

Vaccination. 


The  following  are  the  returns  of  the  vaccination  officer  for  the 
eight  years  that  have  elapsed  since  the  commencement  of  the  anti- 
vaccination movement  in  Coventry. 


Year. 

Births. 

Deaths. 

Vaccinated. 

Unvaccinated. 

■ 

Percentage 

Vaccinated. 

1889 

1512 

187 

1273 

0 

96- 

1890 

1544 

182 

1221 

111 

89- 

1891 

1727 

228 

587 

888 

39- 

1892 

1718 

174 

118 

1400 

7-6 

1893 

1630 

193 

105 

1304 

7-2 

1894 

1590 

170 

103 

1317 

7-7 

1895 

1629 

186 

65 

1378 

4:5 

1896 

1679 

251 

594 

834 

41- 

7232 

Under  the  influence  of  the  scare  produced  by  the  Gloucester 
Small  Pox  epidemic  vaccination  was  revived  in  Coventry.  The 
Board  of  Guardians  rescinded  the  resolution  passed  in  1891, 
prohibiting  the  vaccination  officers  from  putting  in  force  the 
compulsory  clauses  of  the  vaccination  acts.  Two  defaulters  wrere 
prosecuted  and  fined  each  : the  result  being  that  the  percent- 
age of  children  vaccinated  rose  from  4/5  per  cent,  in  1895  t°  41  per 
cent,  last  year.  This  is  satisfactory,  but  before  the  close  of  the  year 
vaccination  had  again  fallen  off  very  materially.  There  are  now 
more  than  7,000  unvaccinated  children  in  the  city,  who  are  a source 


of  grave  danger,  Bearing  in  mind  the  accounts  of  the  horrible 
deaths  and  disfigurement  that  the  little  children  of  Gloucester 
endured  last  year,  it  is  strange  that  the  parents  of  the  Coventry 
children  should  remain  inactive  in  the  face  of  a similar  danger. 

The  Report  of  the  Royal  Commission  on  Vaccination  appeared 
during  the  year,  and  was  very  satisfactory,  in  so  far  as  the  power 
of  vaccination  and  re-vaccination  as  a protection  against  Small 
Pox  was  thoroughly  vindicated. 

The  Anti-Vaccinators  also  failed  to  sustain  the  allegation  with 
which  they  are  wont  to  frighten  the  timid,  viz  : — that  foul  diseases 
are  frequently  introduced  into  the  system  by  the  operation. 

On  the  other  hand  the  Commission  is  extremely  weak  in  the 
matter  of  compulsion.  No  change  in  the  Vaccination  Authority  is 
proposed.  Repeated  prosecutions  are  condemned  ; and,  indeed, 
coercion  in  any  form  is  hardly  recommended.  Conscientious 
olijectors  who  declare  the  same  are  to  go  free.  Under  this 
voluntary  system  vaccination  would  quickly  reach  the  vanishing 
point — at  least  in  Coventry. 

Enteri  c FePef, 

Enteric  Fever  was  more  prevalent  and  fatal  than  it  had  been 
for  several  years.  59  cases  were  notified,  and  7 cases  of  continued 
lever  which  were  probably  Enteric;  11  deaths  took  place.  In  24 
instances  the  disease  occurred  in  dwellings  of  an  insanitary  and 
overcrowded  character  in  courts.  In  four  instances  the  infected 
persons  arrived  in  Coventry  while  suffering,  and  set  up  a series  of 
subsequent  cases.  In  connection  with  one  Inn  a notable  outbreak 
occurred,  in  which  three  inmates  of  the  house  and  two  customers 
suffered,  two  cases  proving  fatal.  In  this  instance  the  water  used 
from  the  local  well  for  drinking  was  found  polluted  with  sewage 
matter.  It  was  stated  that  other  travellers  who  stayed  at  this  Inn 
contracted  Typhoid,  and  that  some  deaths  took  place,  but  no 
reliable  information  reached  me  to  confirm  this.  It  was  also 
stated  that  several  workmen  employed  at  a building  in  the  vicinity 
suffered.  These  men  could  not  have  used  the  water,  and  I was 
unable  to  find  that  more  than  one  case  occurred  amongst  them. 
In  several  instances  the  extension  of  the  disease  would  have  been 
checked  if  removal  to  Hospital  were  possible,  as  it  evidently  was 
spread  from  the  sick  to  the  healthy,  owing  to  the  conditions  in  the 
house  ; but  removal  was  impracticable  in  consequence  of  the 
limitation  of  hospital  accommodation. 

Diphtheria., 

Sixteen  cases  and  3 deaths  were  notified.  The  comparative 
absence  of  Diphtheria  from  Coventry  is  very  satisfactory,  especially 
at  a time  when  the  disease  is  making  such  rapid  progress,  and 
claiming  so  many  victims  in  the  majority  of  Urban  populations. 

Whooping  Cough . 

Whooping  Cough  was  less  prevalent  and  less  fatal  than  usual 
in  the  City.  Eight  deaths  were  recorded. 
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Compulsory  Notification  of  [ n factious 

Disease, 


I 

Jan 

Feb. 

March 

| April 

May 

CD 

a 

3 

1-: 

July 

Aug. 

<D 

c e 

0 

0 

Nov. 

Dec. 

1896 

1895 

C5 

CO 

r*H 

1893 

1892 

Small  Pox 

2 

1 

31 

! 

23 

30 

1 

Cholera 

. 

■ 

Diphtheria 

2 

1 

2 

1 

1 

3 

1 

5 

16 

6 

14 

6 

6 

Mem.  Croup  . . 

1 

- 

1 

6 

7 

4 

18 

Erysipelas 

5 

5 

5 

2 

3 

8 

•) 

1 

8 

14 

9 

9 

74 

84 

109 

145 

68 

Scarlet  Fever  . . 

20 

8 

11 

6 

12 

29 

42 

53 

43 

5 1 

21 

14 

313 

439 

385 

30 

37 

Typhoid  Fever 

1 

7 

6 

3 

j. 

' 

9 

6 

14 

4 

4 

59 

49 

14 

40 

53 

Continued  Fever 

2 

2 

: 2 

1 

<; 

8 

1 

5 

4 

Puerperal  Fever 

1 

3 

2 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

1 

12 

1 9 

5 

9 

! 13 

Measles 

48 

85 

96 

56 

25 

1 15 

23 

21 

28 

410 

364 

34 

1205 

118 

2353 

39 

301 

77 

108 

124 

— 

67 

43 

55 

80 

87 

89 

490 

402 

67 

1 

1689 

719 

2911 

308 

500 

The  City  Hospital, 

The  following  cases  were  isolated  in  your  Hospital  for 
infectious  diseases. 


' 

Total. 

Recovered. 

Died,  i 

Death 
Rate 
per  cent. 

Scarlet  Fever,  in 

Hospital,  Jan.  1896 

48  ) 

Admitted  1896 

288  l 

329 

8 

2-3 

Nurse  infected 

l) 

Enteric  Fever. 

Admitted 

9 

1 0 

Matron  infected 

1 

1U 

Measles. 

Admitted 

5 

K 

1 

Nurse  infected 

1 

Diphtheria. 

Admitted 

4 

4 

Small  Pox. 

> y 

3 

3 

Tetanus 

1 

1 

Totals 

361 

351 

10 

81 

South  Pavilion 

open  366 

days. 

North  ,, 

343 

) ) 

Iron  Hospital 

,,  209 

55 

Factory  „ 

,,  101 

> > 

Average  number  of  patients  per  day— 45- 

Expenses  at  the  Hospital  during  the  year — ^1,408  3s.  8d. 


Infected  persons  were  removed  from  266  families,  and  in  253, 
or  96  percent.,  no  extension  took  place  in  those  houses.  In  13  cases 
the  disease  appeared  to  be  conveyed  back  to  the  household  upon 
the  return  of  the  patient  from  Hospital.  In  the  nature  of  things  a 
small  proportion  of  such  cases  will  always  occur;  it  must,  however, 
be  remembered  that  the  facilities  for  disinfecting  and  discharging 
patients  are  unsatisfactory  at  present.  With  the  completion  of  the 
new  extensions  this  defect  will  be  remedied  as  far  as  possible.  The 
death  rate  was  unusually  small,  and  testifies  to  the  unremitting 
care  the  patients  received.  From  Scarlet  Fever  it  was  only  2*3  per 
cent.,  against  6 per  cent,  amongst  those  who  were  treated  at  home. 

Measles  gave  much  trouble.  The  disease  was  accidentally 
introduced,  and  notwithstanding  the  utmost  precautions  in  isolating 
the  cases  at  the  earliest  onset,  it  was  not  eradicated  for  a period  of 
three  months,  during  which  twenty  children  were  infected.  One 
nurse  suffered  from  Scarlet  Fever,  one  from  Measles,  and  Miss 
Manning  contracted  a most  grave  and  dangerous  attack  of  Enteric 
Fever,  from  which  she  only  recovered  after  an  illness  of  3 months 
duration.  The  self-sacrificing  nature  of  this  class  of  nursing  work 
is  hardly  sufficiently  appreciated. 

Extensions  of  the  Citj/  Hospital. 

Plans  have  been  approved  of  by  the  Local  Government  Board, 
and  sanction  given  for  a loan  of  ^7000  for  the  following  purposes  : 

The  erection  of  two  additional  pavilions  to  accommodate  16 
beds  each.  Extension  of  the  administrative  building  and  laundry 
block.  The  erection  of  a discharging  building,  a gate  lodge,  and 
fencing  the  grounds. 

There  will  then  be  accommodation  for  60  adult  patients  in 
these  buildings. 

Small  Pox  Hospital . 

Plans  have  also  been  approved  of  and  a loan  sanctioned  for 
p^'3,100  for  the  erection  of  a small  pox  hospital  of  16  beds,  in 
connection  with  the  Pinley  Hill  Farm  house  which  will  be  used  as 
an  administrative  building.  There  will  also  be  an  isolation  ward 
for  suspicious  cases,  and  the  usual  laundry  and  disinfecting 
buildings,  the  whole  to  be  fenced  in.  This  farm  house  was  used  for 
the  same  purpose  in  1871  in  the  last  small  pox  epidemic.  It  is 
situated  500  yards  east  of  the  Folly  Lane  railway  bridge,  and  is 
2y2  miles  by  road  from  Broadgate.  There  are  only  4 houses  with 
15  residents  within  a ^ mile  radius,  and  14  houses  with  86  persons 
within  a ^ mile  circle. 

Disinfecting  Station . 

In  connection  with  the  precautions  taken  to  prevent  the 
extension  of  infectious  disease,  the  following  work  has  been 
performed  : — 

Visits  paid  to  houses  where  disease  was 


notified  or  suspected  to  exist  ...  ...  1,975 

Patients  removed  to  Hospital  ...  ...  31 1 

Houses  disinfected  by  fumigation  ...  ...  267 

Lyon’s  disinfecting  apparatus  used  ...  203 

Articles  steamed...  ...  ...  ...  6,873 
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TABLE  (B). 

Table  of  Population,  Births,  and  of  New  Cases  of  Infectious  Sickness  coming  to  the  knowledge  of  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
during  the  year  1896,  in  the  Coventry  Urban  Sanitary  District ; classified  according  to  Diseases,  Ages,  and  Localities. 
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HOUSING  OF  THE  WORKING  GLASSES  ACT,  1890. 

Under  this  Act  13  houses  were  condemned  as  unfit  for 
habitation,  and  were  dealt  with  as  follows  : — 


Situation. 

Nos.  1,  2,  3,  4,  in  Court  6,  West 
Orchard. 

No.  10,  St.  John's  Street  and  one 
house  at  the  rear. 

Nos.  1,2  & 3,  in  Court  2,  White 
Friars’  Lane. 

1 House  in  Court  5, West  Orchard. 


Result. 

Closed,  and  Nos.  1,2  & 3 sub- 
sequently dealt  with  as 
obstructive. 

Proceedings  still  pending. 
Proceedings  still  pending. 
Proceedings  still  pending. 


Under  section  38  of  the  Act  dealing  with  “Obstructive  Houses,” 
the  following  were  condemned  : — 

No.  5 in  Court  13,  St.  John’s  St.  Purchased  for  demolition. 

Nos.  1,  2 & 3,  Court  6,  West  ,,  ,, 

Orchard. 

1 Outbuilding  in  Court  5,  West  ,,  ,, 

Orchard. 


Arrears  from  last  year  : — 

Condemned  as  obstructive,  1895. 

No.  2,  in  Court  7,  Well  Street.  Demolished  1896. 

Nos.  2,  3,  4,  in  Court  7,  Bishop  Street.  ,, 

Nos.  2,  3,  4,  5,  in  Court  4,  St.  John’s  Street.  ,, 

No.  2,  in  Court  2,  St.  John’s  Street. 

The  above  represents  but  a meagre  amount  of  progress  in  a 
district  where  so  large  a number  of  insanitary  dwellings  exist,  but 
it  is  impossible  to  effect  structural  improvements,  or  abate  the 
nuisance  of  overcrowding  without  ejecting  the  Tenants,  and  if  this 
course  were  adopted,  those  who  were  displaced  would  have  been 
unable  to  find  other  dwellings,  owing  to  the  lack  of  house 
accommodation  and  the  sudden  increase  of  the  population. 

Your  Authority,  therefore,  decided  not  to  proceed  further  in  the 
matter  of  closing  insanitary  houses,  until  dwellings  could  be  found 
for  those  who  would  thus  be  dispossessed.  The  question  of 
providing  such  dwellings  was  referred  conjointly  to  the  general 
works  and  Sanitary  Committees,  who,  in  the  first  instance  instructed 
me  to  report  as  to  the  number  of  houses  that  required  to  be  dealt 
with.  From  that  report  I would  quote  the  following  extracts  : — - 

“ Number  of  back  to  back  houses  in  Coventry ...  1 1 22.  ” 

“ Number  with  light  and  ventilation  from  one 

side  only  . ...  ...  ...  1924.” 


“ Houses  without  through  ventilation  ...3046.” 

‘ ' I would,  in  the  first  instance,  submit  a list  of  135  houses 
‘ ‘ which  I consider  are  quite  incapable  of  improvement,  and  should  be 
“ permanently  closed,  also  of  75  houses  which  might,  by  structural 
“ alterations,  be  made  habitable.  I would  likewise  submit  a list  of 
“ 33  obstructive  houses  that  should  be  demolished.  This  scheme 
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“would  involve  the  closure  of  207  dwellings  with  a population  of 
“ about  900  persons,  for  whom  it  would  be  necessary  to  provide  by 
“ the  erection  of  better  dwellings.” 

The  joint  Committee  are  proceeding  in  the  matter  with  a view 
to  providing  dwellings  at  low  rentals  suitable  for  the  class  of 
persons  likely  to  be  displaced.  A deputation  visited  Nottingham, 
and  examined  some  dwellings  in  that  town  ; these,  however,  did 
not  commend  themselves  to  your  Committee.  Plans  are  now 
being  prepared  for  cottage  dwellings  for  your  approval. 


“Unhealthy/  /fre  a.” 

In  order  to  enable  your  Authority  to  deal  more  extensively 
with  this  subject,  by  adopting  an  improvement  scheme,  I repre- 
sented the  undermentioned  district,  which  has  lone  been  known  for 
its  evil  reputation,  and  to  which  I have  frequently  directed  your 
attention,  as  an  “ unhealthy  area,”  in  accordance  with  Part  I.  of  the 
Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Viz.  : The  area  bounded  on  the  west  by  Bishop  Street,  on  the 
south  and  east  by  Hales  Street,  on  the  north  and  north-west  by 
Messrs.  Astley’s  rope-walk,  Swanswell  Place  and  Leicester  Street. 

Sec.  4,  part  I.,  of  the  Act  defines,  as  follows,  the  conditions 
that  would  justify  the  Medical  Officer  in  representing  any  district 
as  an  unhealthy  area. 

Where  the  narrowness,  closeness  and  bad  arrangement  or  the 
bad  condition  of  the  houses  within  the  area,  or  the  want  of  light,  air, 
ventilation,  or  proper  conveniences  or  any  other  sanitary  defects, 
or  one  or  more  of  such  causes  are  dangerous  or  injurious  to  the 
health  of  the  inhabitants  either  of  the  buildings  of  the  area  or  of  the 
neighbouring  buildings,  and  the  evils  connected  with  the  houses, 
courts  or  alleys,  and  the  sanitary  defects  in  the  area,  cannot  be 
effectually  reme.lied  otherwise  than  by  an  improvement  scheme  for 
the  re-arrangement  and  reconstruction  of  the  streets  and  houses 
within  the  area,  or  of  some  of  those  streets  or  houses. 

Everyone  of  those  conditions  is  present  in  this  area.  Zymotic 
disease  is  constantly  present,  and  the  average  Zymotic  death  rate 
for  ten  years  is  more  than  double  that  for  the  district  generally, 
and  the  general  rate  of  mortality  is  7 higher  than  the  average 
for  Coventry. 

The  details  of  the  district  are — 


Area,  13  acres. 
Houses  ...  558 

Front  Houses  ...  345 

Houses  in  Courts  213 

Back-to-back  Houses  124 
Houses  without  through 
ventilation  ...  190 


Population  2,360. 
General  death  rate, 

average  for  10  years  24^5 
Ditto  Coventry  17-5 

Zymotic  death  rate  3*7 

Coventry  ,,  1 *8 


Enteric  Fever  has  been  endemic  in  this  area  for  some  years. 
The  accompanying  map  will  show  the  presence  of  fever,  and  the 
general  conditions  in  the  district.  The  matter  is  still  under  the 
consideration  of  the  Sanitary  Committee,  to  which  it  was  referred. 
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Registered  Places, 

In  the  report  of  the  inspector  of  nuisances,  herewilh,  an  account 
will  be  found  of  the  various  places  and  houses,  over  which  your 
authority  has  control,  with  a statement  as  to  the  inspections  made 
and  proceeding’s  taken  in  respect  to  them. 

Slaughter  Houses.  — I would  supplement  the  Inspector’s 
report,  by  once  more  appealing  to  your  authority  to  take  cognisance 
of  the  exceedingly  grave  and  increasing  nuisance,  and  danger 
arising  out  of  the  present  system  of  private  slaughter  houses.  The 
conditions  are  familiar  to  you  as  I have  so  frequently  described 
them,  but  they  become  more  urgent  with  the  increase  of  the 
population.  There  has  been  no  increase  in  the  number  of  slaughter 
houses  : consequently  many  of  these  places  are  now  used  by  two  or 
three  butchers,  who  not  unfrequently  are  guilty  of  neglect  of  cleanli- 
ness, and  display  little  respect  for  the  bye-laws.  Many  butchers  now 
have  much  difficulty  in  finding  accommodation  for  slaughtering. 

The  majority  of  these  places  are  situated  in  close  proximity  to 
dwellings  in  crowded  localities,  often  under  the  same  roof  as  the 
dwelling,  and  almost  forming  a part  of  it.  In  one  case  the  slaugh- 
tering apartment  is  really  the  back  kitchen  of  the  house. 

There  are  60  slaughter  houses,  about  40  of  which  could  be  closed 
if  a public  abattoir  were  constructed,  I would  again  press  the 
matter  on  your  consideration. 

Water  Supply, 

The  water  from  the  new  well  at  Willenhall  was  not  con- 
tinuously available  during  the  year,  owing  to  some  difficulties 
experienced  in  completing  the  pumping  machinery.  It  was  not 
until  November  that  the  engines  could  be  got  to  run  regularly, 
since  which  the  City  has  received  an  abundant  supply. 

The  rapid  growth  of  this  undertaking  will  be  judged  from  the 
fact  that  the  increase  in  the  daily  consumption  in  two  years  amounts 
to  600,000  gallons  ; the  daily  quantity  pumped  in  1894  being 
1,000,000,  against  1,600,000  now.  Thequalityof  the  water  is  satis- 
factory, but  an  unfavourable  impression  is  produced  occasionally  by 
the  escape  of  vegetable  matter  from  the  tank  at  Spon  End  into  the 
supply  pipes.  This  tank  should  be  covered,  so  as  to  prevent  the 
growth  of  algse 

New  services  were  laid  on  to  91  properties,  containing  22  r 
houses,  372  w.c’s.  and  43  baths. 

Factory  and  WorKshops  flcts. 

The  administration  of  these  Acts  so  far  as  they  relate  to  work- 
shops, now  devolves  upon  the  Local  Sanitary  Authority. 

Under  the  term  “workshop”  is  included  all  workplaces  where 
steam  or  other  mechanical  power  is  not  employed,  and  where 
members  of  more  than  one  family  are  engaged,  however  limited 
and  small  the  place  may  be.  Every  workshop  is  to  be  inspected 
and  measured  in  order  to  fix  the  limit  of  persons  that  may  be 
employed  there,  to  prevent  overcrowding,  to  ensure  cleanliness, 
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ventilation  and  warming-,  water  supply  and  w.c.  accommodation, 
to  prevent  nuisances  arising  in  process  of  manufacture,  and  to 
examine  the  lists  of  outworkers  and  to  visit  their  homes.  There 
are  probably  1,000  places  in  your  district  to  which  the  Act  would 
apply;  it  will  therelore  be  seen  what  a serious  amount  of  work  is 
thus  imposed  on  the  Sanitary  department.  An  effort  has  been 
made  to  deal  with  the  subject,  but  it  is  impossible  that  these 
inspections  can  be  carried  out  efficiently  without  augmenting  the 
staff  of  Inspectors. 

The  list  supplied  by  the  Inspector  of  Factories  contains  240 
workshops.  Of  these  65  have  been  examined,  in  which  there  are  540 
persons  employed,  with  94  out-workers.  Notices  have  been  served 
in  50  instances  for  breaches  of  the  Act. 

Sen?  age  N u/sances, 

The  sewage  from  the  Foleshill  district  is  still  discharged  into 
Coventry  at  four  points  on  the  northern  side.  Proceedings  were 
taken  in  respect  to  one  of  those  nuisances  against  the  Foleshill 
Authority,  and  an  order  for  abatement  was  obtained  A precipi- 
tating tank  was  constructed  with  a view  to  meet  the  difficulty  ; but 
the  nuisance  still  exists  in  a great  measure,  and  no  steps  have 
been  taken  in  respect  to  the  other  points.  Owing  to  the  contour 
of  the  ground  the  sewage  from  a portion  of  Foleshill  must  flow 
into  Coventry,  and  as  the  conditions  necessary  for  sewage  treat- 
ment are  impossible  in  that  portion  it  ought  to  be  incorporated 
with  your  district,  with  which  it  is  continuous,  and  has  all  things 
in  common. 

Refuse  Removal, 

During  the  year  22,050  loads  of  ashpit  and  dust  bin  refuse 
have  been  removed.  This  work  has  been  done  more  regularly,  but 
the  men  are  still  taken  away  from  it  when  pressure  arises  in  the 
other  labour  departments,  to  the  neglect  of  this,  the  most 
important  work  of  all. 

No  progress  has  been  made  towards  the  erection  of  destructors 
to  render  innocuous  this  great  mass  of  filth,  and  the  usual  nuisances 
have  existed  at  the  tips  where  it  is  deposited.  This  proposal  has 
been  under  your  consideration  for  [5  years,  but  has  been  postponed 
with  a view  to  erecting  destructors  in  connection  with  the  suggested 
extension  of  the  precipitation  sewage  works  at  Whaley.  As  this 
extension  has  now  been  finally  abandoned  there  is  no  reason  why 
the  subject  should  not  now  be  dealt  with  as  its  importance  demands. 

Condition  of  the  Suburban  Districts . 

The  process  of  extending  the  water  supply  to  these  areas,  and 
of  substituting  the  w.c.  for  the  midden  system,  which  had  been 
postponed,  pending  the  completion  of  the  new  waterworks,  was 
resumed  last  year,  and  the  following  improvements  effected  : — 
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Red  Lane. 

Water  supply  extended  to  13  houses.  W.C.’s  substituted 
and  middens  abolished  in  connection  with  55  houses.  Middens 
still  exist  in  respect  to  40  houses.  There  are  22  houses  that  the 
public  sewers  do  not  reach,  and  18  houses  are  beyond  the  limits  of 
the  water  mains.  The  conditions  in  respect  to  these  houses  are 
bad,  and  a short  extension,  both  of  the  sewer  and  water  mains, 
is  urgently  required. 

Earlsdon. 

Middens  abolished  and  w.c.’s  substituted  in  regard  to  36 
houses.  Still  remaining — middens,  11  ; pails,  14. 

Radford. 

Water  supply  and  w.c.’s  substituted  for  middens,  3.  Middens 
remaining,  14. 

During  the  summer  months  the  Radford  sewage  farm  was 
offensive  on  several  occasions,  Upon  the  completion  of  the  new 
sewage  scheme  this  place  should  be  abolished,  and  the  sewage 
taken  into  the  town  mains. 

The  Diseases  of  Animals  Act, 

There  were  eight  outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever,  involving  the 
destruction  of  93  animals,  also  two  of  Parasitic  Mange  and  one  of 
.Sheep  Scab.  The  frequent  and  varying  Orders  issued  by  the 
Board  of  Agriculture  under  this  Act  are  so  exacting,  and  the 
requirements  of  the  three  Inspectors  who  frequently  visit  Coventry 
are  such  that  a very  serious  amount  of  the  time  of  the  Inspector  of 
Nuisances  is  taken  up  in  the  performance  of  them.  The  present 
arrangement,  whereby  the  duties  are  divided  between  the  Police 
and  the  Sanitary  Officials,  is  most  perplexing,  both  to  the  Public 
and  to  the  Officials.  If  transferred  wholly  to  the  Sanitary 
department  additional  assistance  will  be  necessary,  as,  during 
the  period  while  the  district  is  under  the  ‘ ‘ infected  area  ” regulation, 
it  is  requisite  to  keep  the  Office  open  continuously  for  granting 
licences  for  the  removal  of  animals,  and  also  for  an  Inspector  to 
attend  all  sales  for  the  same  purpose.  Last  year  the  “infected 
area  ” Order  was  in  force  in  Coventry  from  September  until  the 
end  of  the  year.  1,800  licences  were  made  out  for  the  removal  of 
5,000  animals. 

Th  e Inspection  of  the  District  and  the 

Sanitarj/  Staff 

The  routine  work  of  the  Sanitary  Department  of  your  service, 
the  inspection  of  the  district  and  the  pursuit  after  nuisances  and 
conditions  injurious  to  health  generally  has  been  carried  out  with 
a fair  amount  of  efficiency,  as  a reference  to  the  Report  of  the 
Inspector  will  show.  A great  number  of  structural  and  permanent 
alterations  have  been  effected  that  must  materially  improve  the 
dwellings  of  the  inhabitants  and  their  surroundings. 
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The  work  becomes  more  special,  and  requires  the  service  of 
trained  and  educated  Inspectors.  The  duties  devolving"  on  the 
officials  of  the  department  are  rapidly  increasing"  with  new  legisla- 
tion and  the  growth  ol  the  City.  These  duties  have  outgrown  the 
capacity  of  the  existing  staff.  In  this  connection  , } would  again 
direct  vour  attention  to  the  remarks  in  my  last  two  Reports.  The 
administrative  work  has  so  grown  that  the  Chief  Inspector  has  no 
time  left  for  the  routine  inspection  of  the  District  allotted  to  him. 
The  subject  generally  is  one  that  requires  immediate  attention. 

I remain,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

MARK  FENTON, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


NOTE. 


The  foregoing  Report  was  left  by  the  late  Dr.  Fenton 
practically  complete.  But  he  was  awaiting  the  result  of  the 
census  of  the  City  undertaken  by  the  Council  in  order  to  calculate 
the  vital  statistics  for  1896.  This  result  was  known  with 
sufficient  accuracy  before  he  was  taken  ill  to  enable  him 
to  form  and  express  an  opinion  as  to  the  figure  which  should 
be  taken  as  the  basis  of  those  statistics,  and  they  have  been 
calculated  accordingly. 

All  that  then  remained  to  be  done  was  to  see  the  Report 
through  the  press.  In  doing  this  one  or  two  obvious  slips, 
such  as  usually  occur  in  a long  draft,  have  been  corrected. 
Except  for  these,  the  language  of  the  Report  remains  exactly 
as  it  left  Dr.  Fenton’s  hands. 

LEWIS  BEARD, 

Town  Clerk. 

14th  April,  1897. 
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OF  THE 

INSPECTOR  OF  NUISANCES 

FOR  THE  YEAR  1896. 


To  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health. 


Sir, — 

I have  the  honour  to  submit  to  you  my  Fifth  Annual  Report 
on  the  operations  of  this  department  for  the  year  1896,  in  the  usual 
tabular  form. 


Structural 
No.  of  Improve. 
Cases  dealt  ments. 
with.  Total  for 
5 years. 


No,  of  drains  opened  and  cleansed  from  obstructions  95 


drains  provided  with  efficient  traps  ...  377 

new  drains  provided  ...  ...  ...  69 

sink  drains  disconnected  ...  ...  12 

houses  cleansed  and  limewashed  ...  ...  175 

cases  of  overcrowding  remedied  ...  ...  n 

houses  supplied  with  wholesome  water  ...  100 

offensive  privies  converted  into  water  closets  58 
additional  new  water  closets  provided  ...  8 

foul  closets  cleansed  ...  ...  ...  284 

defective  water  closets  repaired  ...  ...  127 


offensive  ashpits  hilled  up  and  floors  paved  1 10 
urinals  cleansed,  repaired  and  reconstructed  26 
courts  and  back  yards  paved  and  repaired...  68 
premises  from  which  fowls  have  been  removed  21 
nuisances  from  swine  and  swine  stys  abated  19 
accumulations  of  wash  manure,  &c.,  removed  34 
miscellaneous  sanitary  improvements  effected  38 
requests  to  City  Surveyor’s  Department  to 

empty  ashpits  ...  ...  ...  1027 


1082 
198 
1 22 


3QI 

221 


392 

161 

367 


2659  2844 
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BAKEHOUSES.— 


Total  number  on  register 

,,  Inspections  made 


i io 

214 


The  Dairies,  Cowsheds  and  Milkshops  Order,  1886.— There 

are  46  Cowsheds  and  112  Dairies  and  Milkshops  within  the  City. 

Number  of  visits  to  Cowsheds  ...  ...  184 

,,  ,,  Milkshops  ...  ...  317 


Breaches  of  the  regulations  were  reported  in  three  instances. 

During  the  year  12  additional  milkshops  have  been  placed  on 
the  Register. 


Slaughterhouses.  - 

Total  No.  of  Registered  Slaughterhouses  ...  ...  53 

,,  Licensed  ,,  ...  ...  7 

,,  Applications  for  Licences  ..  ...  2 

,,  ,,  refused  ...  ...  1 

,,  Slaughterhouses  discontinued  ...  3 

,,  ,,  now  in  use  ...  ...  57 

,,  Inspections  made  during  the  year  ...  709 


Stricter  attention  is  still  required  to  the  Bye-laws  in  regard  to 
the  speedy  removal  of  garbage,  offal,  etc.,  in  proper  vessels. 


Legal  proceedings  were  necessary  in  three  instances. 

Convictions  were  also  obtained  against  two  butchers  for 
slaughtering  on  unlicensed  premises. 

Food  and  Drugs.— During  the  past  year  86  samples  of  Food 
and  Drugs  have  been  submitted  to  the  Public  Analyst  for  Analysis 
in  accordance  with  the  provisions  of  the  Food  and  Drugs  Acts, 
1875  and  1879 

Of  these  71  samples  were  genuine,  2 poor  in  quality,  and  13 
adulterated. 


The  nature  of  the  Samples  is  shewn  in  the  following  table  : — 


Milk.  J 

Butter. 

1 

Cheese. 

Pepper. 

Seidlitz 

Powders. 

Castor  Oil. 

Cream 

Tartar. 

Sweets. 

Ale. 

Spirits. 

Quarter  ending  31st  Mar. 

6 

7 

1 

30th  June 

9 

3 

,,  30th  Sep. 

13 

7 

4 

5 

„ 31st  Dec. 

8 

7 

1 

3 

1 

1 

10 

H _ V.  . 

36 

24 

1 

1 

3 

1 

1 

10 

4 

5 

2 3 

Houses  Let  in  Lodgings.  - 

Total  number  of  houses  registered  ...  ...  ...  n 

,,  rooms  let  separately  as  dwellings  ...  66 

,,  visits  paid  . . ...  ...  ...  48 

Contraventions  of  the  Bye-laws  were  reported  and  a summons 
taken  out  against  the  offender,  who  was  ordered  to  pay  jQ 2 3s 
penalties  and  costs. 

Common  Lodging  Houses.— Number  on  Register,  5.  Accom- 
modation for  164  persons.  One  Lodging  House  was  closed  as 
unfit  for  habitation,  and  one  owing  to  frequent  convictions  for 
breach  of  the  Bye-laws  by  the  owners. 

There  is  much  need  for  one  or  more  well  appointed  and 
properly  conducted  Model  Lodging  Houses,  which  would  prove  a 
profitable  investment  under  existing  conditions. 

Contagious  Diseases  Animals  Act,  1878-1894,  and  Orders  of 
Board  of  Agriculture.— 

Swine  Fever. — During  the  year  8 outbreaks  of  Swine  Fever 
occurred  in  the  district.  The  carcases  of  93  animals  affected  with 
Swine  Fever  were  destroyed  and  buried  in  accordance  with  the 
order  of  the  Board  of  Agriculture.  84  notices  have  been  served 
and  74  visits  have  been  made  to  infected  premises.  Legal  pro- 
ceedings were  taken  in  three  cases.  The  offenders  were  fined 
£5  19s.  6d.  and  costs. 

Inspection  and  Registration  of  Canal  Boats. — Number 

of  boats  inspected,  150;  containing  185  men,  83  women  and  130 
children. 


The  Contraventions  were  as  follows  : — 

Non-registration  ...  ...  ...  1 

Absence  of  Certificate  ...  ...  ...  5 

Dirty  Condition  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Painting  ...  ...  ...  ...  2 

Dilapidated  ..  ...  ...  ...  1 

No  proper  water  vessel  ...  ...  ...  1 


*3 

Four  boats  have  been  registered  during  the  year. 

Factory  and  Workshop  Acts,  1878  to  1895.  — Since  this 

order  came  into  force  65  work  places,  in  which  a total  of  540 
persons  were  employed,  have  been  inspected  ; and  50  notices  have 
been  served  with  reference  to  closet  accommodation,  water  supply, 
overcrowding,  limewashing,  and  the  affixing  of  notice  specifying 
the  cubic  space  and  number  of  persons  who  may  be  employed  in 
each  room. 
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Summary  of  Work  done  by  Inspectors.— 

Number  of  premises  visited  ...  ...  ...  ...  12,120 

,,  notices  issued  for  the  abatement  of  Nuisances  1,085 
,,  summons  issued  for  non-compliance  with 

notices  served  to  abate  nuisances  ...  ...  o 

,,  nuisances  remaining  unabated  after  expiration 

of  notice  ...  ...  ...  ...  12 

,,  registered  places  under  supervision  ...  341 

,,  visits  paid  to  registered  places  ...  ...  1,546 


I remain,  Sir, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  H.  CLARKE. 


* 


No.  of 

c*u.  ^ w * - cases . 
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WILLIAM  H.  CLARKE, 

Cert.  San.  Inst. 
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As  represented  by  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  in  accordance  with  Sec.  4,  Part  1,  of  the  Housing  of  the  Working  Classes  Act,  1890. 

Red  Spots  locate  Cases  of  Fever  and  Diphtheria  which  have  occurred  in  this  area,  during  the  past  2 years. 
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